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Principals’ Message  
How quickly summer has passed and the start of 
another amazing year at Bowers begins.  Our 
meet and greet was a resounding success as 
students filtered through the halls getting a 
sneak peek of all the physical preparations made 
for the start of school.  Many thanks to our staff, 
PTA and families! 

While vacation was in full swing, we have been 
hard at work developing school improvement 
goals in alignment with the district’s focus on 
equity.  At the forefront of our thoughts are who 
our students are and how we can place a new 
emphasis on bridging the heart and mind gaps 
amongst our diverse community of students, 
staff and families.  We are excited to begin this 
crucial work in partnership with you so that we 
can unleash students’ full academic potential in 
an environment where our diversity is 
celebrated and mutual respect is the norm.  As 
long as we work alongside each other this and in 
the years to come, we will no doubt succeed!  

     Sincerely, 
                  Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                      Max Echevarria 

 

Grade Level Newsletters 

Kindergarten 1st Grade  

2nd Grade 3rd Grade  

4th Grade  

The Bugle is emailed to all families on the 1st 
Tuesday of each month. If you wish to continue to 
receive a paper copy, please contact the school 
office at 860-647-3313 or complete the related 
form on the last page of this Bugle & return to 
school. 

 

September Calendar of Events 
2  

Labor Day 
No School 

3 
 A 

4 
 B 

5 
 C 

6 
 A  

School Spirit  

Day - Wear 

Bowers Blue! 

9 
  B 

10 
C 
 

 11 
  A 

 

12 
   B 

 

13 
C 

 

16 

  A 
17 

  B 
 

       18 

  C 
Prof. Dev. Early 
dismissal/12:40 

  
PTA Meeting 

6:30 

19 

 A 
 

20 

  B 
PTA Sponsored 
Touch a Truck 

6:00 - 8:00  

23 

C  
 

24 

  A 
 

25 
  B 

26 
  C  
Back to School BBQ 
& Ice Cream Social 

5:30-7:00 pm 

27 
  A 

 
 
 

30 
  B 

    
 

 
 

 
 

SAFETY AT BOWERS SCHOOL DURING ARRIVAL 

AND DISMISSAL TIMES 

● When dropping off students on Princeton Street 

in front of the school at arrival time, please do so 

quickly and move on.  If you want to see your 

child enter the school building, please park your 

car and walk your child to the entrance door. 

● Please do not drop students off before 8:55am. 

Prior to then, there are no supervising staff 

available.  

● All students and family members who cross 

Henry Street should do so at the corner with the 

crossing guard or at the cross walk by the 

entrance to the bus loop. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIcHduOEd5WXpXXzNHbTFoNC1kY29EWUVuSzNV/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sZLuj1DqH8O6YxInQ3pbit6koQek4n4mULdn0vEV6aQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12Cu2WBSBT6ME3q57Fid815uKrP0bhCoxji-iOXqwqZ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W6hbYPvojQ9tly65rIMUmkwUnq_ZExJxu4oejnJ0KPU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1owz5ZmlgUlBcR1-jH11dNLR-PBNkb9XG/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

Bulldogs in the Spotlight 

 

Welcome to Our New Staff 

Marisela Valencia, 4th gr. 
ELA 

Alyssa Gunther, 4th gr. 
ELA-LTS 

Allison Butler, Special Educ. 

Miranda Wojner, Math coach 

Matt Krob, LTS custodian 

Rosanna Macchiarella, teacher 
of the deaf and hard of hearing 

Diondre Roberts, lunch 
teacher 

Katherine Holle, Occ. Therapy 

Anthony Longo, Physical 
Education teacher 

Tim Dickinson, 1st gr. student 
teacher with Ms. Litrico 

Juanyi Li, 3rd gr. student 
teacher with Ms. Sullivan 

Lauren Kumnick, UCONN Intern 

Colin Miller, UCONN Intern 

Madeleine Rusk, UCONN Intern 

Additional Staff News 
Congratulations to Mrs. Evans 

(formerly Miss Ferguson), 

grade 2 teacher and Mrs. Wild 

(formerly Miss Gotta), K-1 

special education teacher who 

were married this summer! 

 

Let’s Go! 
We are ready for 

another amazing 

year...here is a 

sneak peak of two 

of our classrooms. 

Meet and Greet 
On Friday, August 30th, we 

welcomed everyone to Bowers for 

our meet and greet.  We saw so 

many familiar faces eager to check 

out their classrooms and speak to 

their new teachers.  Our many 

visitors included  the newest 

members of our Bowers family, our 

K students.  With great anticipation 

and bright 

smiles, our little ones met in the 

cafeteria to hear from Dr. 

Ruggiero who introduced them to 

our staff and their K teachers. 

Once introductions were had, they 

were brought to their K 

classrooms.  With moms and dads, 

students met their classmates and 

had an opportunity to hear from 

their new teachers.  

 

Before departing Bowers, our K 

students were invited to take a 

ride on one of our school busses to 

help familiarize them with the ride 

to and from school.  

 

As our meet and greet concluded, 

our PTA along with Kona Ice 

invited all of our families to enjoy a complimentary Kona 

ice at our lower playground.  We thank everyone for 

attending our meet and greet and we look forward to 

seeing you all at our many planned events throughout the 

school year! 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Can you guess which grade? 

 
 

 

Tell Me Who You Are 

 
 

Bowers has always been proud of having one of the most diverse communities in the Manchester 

Public Schools.  We are always thinking of creative ways to capitalize on this strength in order to 

realize the full potential of our students.  This year, we have developed a set of Equity goals that 

will guide our work.   We are committing ourselves to listening to all the voices and stories within 

our community.  As we do this, we also commit to support each other in developing and using our 

racially conscious and critical lens to look at both ourselves and our Bowers community.  In doing 

so, we hope to eliminate what Guo and Vulchi describe as our Heart and Mind Gaps.  As essential 

partners in this work, we will continually inform you of how this important work develops 

throughout the year. 

 

For example, we have added Tell Me Who You Are time to our daily schedule.  At the conclusion of 

each day, teachers will invite students to participate in grade appropriate conversations that will be 

centered around learning and celebrating the diverse cultural backgrounds and the unique lived 

experiences of their classroom community.  The ultimate goal of these student-led conversations is 

to build a community of acceptance, appreciation and respect.   In future editions of the Bugle, we 

will share some of our staff, student and family stories.  We also hope to invite you to share some 

of the stories that tell us who you are. Also, if you haven’t already done so, please complete and 

return the family survey to your child’s teacher. Your child’s teacher would love to hear from you. 

 

Heart Gap  
We can work to close the heart gap by not only 

being  proud of our own backgrounds, but 

working to invest in others’ 

experiences as if they were our 

own. 

Mind Gap 
We can work to close the mind gap by 

learning about the  larger, systemic ways in 

which racism operates. 
 

 

https://www.chooseorg.org/ournewbook
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O4jM9nEau2giRCrBQ9RukSbsF2K_CvFuccbl_42mvsc/edit?usp=sharing


 

 
 

 
FYI 

 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource 

Center Lunch Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them 

know that our security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and 
given entry by either office staff or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

Lunch Price Changes for 2019 - 2020 
● Please note that lunch prices have increased.  Below are the changes. 

○ Breakfast → Elementary, Bennet, Illing & MRA - $1.25; MHS: $1.50. 
○ Lunch → K-6 - $2.45. 7-8 and MRA: $2.70, MHS: $2.85 

 

Start and End Times Regular Schedule Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 3:40 

Start and End Times Early Dismissal Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 12:40 

 
 

Transportation 
● Do you have questions about transportation?  Check out the District Transportation Handbook here. 

 
 

Lunch Time Teacher  
Substitutes Needed 

● Lunch Time Substitutes needed to monitor students during their lunch waves.  If interested, call the school 
office at 860-647-3313. Thanks! 

 
School Arrival Time 

● Please have your child to school by 9:00 am each morning!  Thanks for your cooperation! 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18kIDVo0jZdu0Eovs5pzMRUg6OSTSUlxPfw1RjaXzcFk/edit?usp=sharing


School Dismissal Time 
● Our new dismissal time this school year is 3:40 on regular school days and 12:40 on early dismissal days. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SAFETY AT BOWERS SCHOOL 
During Arrival and Dismissal Times  

 

● Please see the map below which designates areas where student drop off is allowed. There is no parking or 
standing on Princeton Street in front of the school between Henry and Harvard. If you want to see your 
child enter the school building, please park your car and walk your child to the entrance door. 

● The first bell rings at 9:00 and this is when walkers/dropped-off students may enter the building. While we make 
every effort to have a staff member by the arrival doors by 8:50 am, this is not always possible. Please do not 
drop off students early. 

● All students and family members who cross Henry Street should do so at the corner with the crossing guard or at 
the cross walk by the entrance to the bus loop. 

 
Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The PTA Pipeline 

 

Bowers Families, 

     Welcome to the start of the school year! Whether this is your first 

time sending a child to school at Bowers or you’ve been here before, we 

hope your summer/school-year transition is smooth.  As the PTA Board for this year we are 

excited to be a part of the unique Bowers community and we can’t wait to hear from you. 

     The Executive Board members for this year are: Stacey Orlowski & Kristy Stone, 

Co-Presidents; Sarah Nagy, Vice President; Chrissy Gray, Secretary; Nina Milone, Treasurer; 

Deanna Sokola, Community Relations.  

     If you were able to attend the Meet and Greet on August 30th, we’re certain you had a 

good time getting to know teachers and new classmates for the year.  We were glad to meet 



many of you when you stopped by the PTA table.   You can contact us with any questions 

BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com .  

     Please join us for our first PTA meeting: Wednesday, September 18th, 6:30 in the 

school library.  We will be discussing our goals, budget for the year, and upcoming events. On 

the agenda for our first meeting will be whether to purchase a water bottle filling station for 

the students.  We will also be forming committees for some of our events. 

     From movie nights to book fairs- we will be able to answer any questions you have and we 

will be happy to hear your thoughts.  Already in the planning stages is a Touch a Truck event 

for September 20th .  Just by becoming a PTA member you help us to have a louder voice 

and be a stronger advocate for our Bowers community and each child in it.  

 

Everyone is welcome at PTA meetings.  We want to hear from you! 

Sincerely, 

Stacey, Kristy, Sarah, Nina, Chrissy and Deanna 

Bowers PTA  

BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowers Bugle  

The Bowers Bugle, our monthly school newsletter, will be emailed to 

all families on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 If you would prefer a paper copy, please complete the information 

below and return to your child’s teacher.  

Thank you! 

Please send a paper copy of the Bowers Bugle home with: 

Student Name ________________________ 

mailto:Bowerschoolpta@gmail.com
mailto:Bowerschoolpta@gmail.com


Grade:              ________________________ 

Teacher:           ________________________ 

Parent Name:  ________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 

Thank you for making our first day of school such a success! 
 

 

 


